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A slip of shell has been taken by Dr. Mackay to
be part of a linear measure. In Egypt the decimal
linear measure had been in use since the 4th Dynasty,,
and in Sumer both the decimal and the sexagesimal
systems were used. So also in Elam a purely decimal
system was in vogue. We are not sure if the Indus
Valley also used a decimal system in measurement
although groups of five seeming to bear special marks
would appear to point to that direction. The steel-
yard was, however, not known; but both the foot and
cubit systems seem to have been current.
Household Articles
An innumerable variety of articles used in the
household is on record. They are made of various
materials like clay, stone, shell, faience, ivory and
metal. Copper and bronze are the usual favourites
and seem to have mostly replaced stone as the mate-
rial for household implements. Earthenwares are
by far the most numerous. Cake-moulds, beakers,
bowls, goblets, dishes, basins, pans, saucers, jars, vases
are usually made of clay. Besides these there were
needles, saws, sickles, knives, chisels, etc. These were
made of bronze or copper and sometimes of ivory.
Then there were in use numerous receptacles of toilet
and cosmetics. The well known Vanity case,3 found
at Harappa, contained besides other objects piercer,
ear-scoop, and tweezers, and bears testimoney to the
use of such toilet artices as have been enearthed at
Ur and Kish. The endless aids to beauty for ex-
ample, collyrium, face-paint with their applying knobs
had their cases made of metal , shell or ivory. Mirrors
and combs and razors were known and were in use.
Lamps of copper, shell and clay have been found.
Games and Toys
Marbles, balls and dice have turned up in a large
number to suggest that they were the favourite games